EGYPT'S FAMOUS LEAJDER[-n]                                     175
journalists".  These friendships stood him in good stead in his work for
the country's welfare.
Mustafa Kamal Pasha's efforts were addressed to the task of
stemming the tide of blind contempt for Egyptians, which had risen in
the wake of British rule. His success in this endeavour was unquestion-
able. If today the French have a high opinion of the Egyptians in every
field and are sympathetically inclined towards them, it is because of
Mustafa Kamal Pasha's great campaign. His speeches, his conversa-
tion, his writings, all showed that he spared no effort to ensure the
progress of his country. His writings and speeches appear to be inspired
by the principles of the great Italian patriot, Mazzini. We often
notice in them a conviction, similar to Mazzini's, that truth and justice
will triumph in the end. The evils of apathy, lack of patriotism and
cowardice, he considered to be the arch enemies of his country and in
his attempt to rid Egypt of them became involved in serious conflict.
He was convinced that Egypt could not make any real progress
in the absence of intellectual resources like those that the West com-
manded. He missed no opportunity of emphasizing the need for
more intimate contacts between the peoples of the West and the East*
He remained, however, a faithful follower of Islam. He had un-
bounded enthusiasm for religious reform. His connection with
Turkey was well known. Piqued by it, some whites called him a Turko-
phile. It was one of his political convictions that Turkey would not
stand in the way of Egypt's independence. His political views won
him the Sultan's respect and he was awarded the titles of "Majidia of
the Second Order" and "Ratba-ul-Saftani".
His activities during the closing years of his life were widely known
throughout Egypt. Each year he undertook more and more work. He
was a fearless man and would not give up his campaign. The occu-
pation of the Sudan by the British and other similar events dealt a cruel
blow to [the hopes of] Egyptian independence. But the Pasha remained
undaunted. As his supporters forsook him in increasing numbers and
timid friends gave up their advocacy of [the cause of] Egypt, Mustafa
Kamal Pasha became the bolder and exerted himself all the more.
His last great act was the founding of the Nationalist Party of Egypt
in the December of 1906. Thousands of people were moved to a high
pitch of enthusiasm when he stepped out from his death-bed to make
a speech; they acclaimed it with thunderous applause, and the pledge
that they took on the occasion to adhere to the principles of the Nationalist
Party will be remembered as Mustafa Kamal Pasha's legacy to his
compatriots.
His delicate health was undermined by the severe strain of the
work he did in connection with the founding of his party, so much so
that he was never himself again. He continued to work for the movement